Table 1: The Spaulding Classification System for decontamination.
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Risk level

Critical (high risk)

The medical device.
contacts Sterle tissue or
the bloodstream

Applicabls only o
‘secondary care sndor
surgical settings with
overnightstays

The medical device.
contacts Mucous.
membranes or non-intact
skin

General practice
examples: Re-usable
veginal Speculums,
instruments for wound
‘car and debridement
suchas tweozers,
scissors, probes.

Non-critical (low
risk)

The medical device.
contacts Intact skin only

General practice
examples: BP cu,
stothoscope

Process

Clean as soon as possible after
using,

Sterilise by moist heat after
cleaning

1fan RMD s heat or molsture
sensitive, sterilise using an
alternative low temperature
steriisation process

Clean as soon s possible after
using,

Sterilise by moist heat after
cleaning

Ifan RMD is unable to
withstand the process variables
of moist heat sterilisation,
sterilise with a low temperature
steriisation process, thermal
disinfection process, o a high-
level disinfection process.

Clean as soon s possible after
using.

Forfurther treatment, disinfect
with compatible Low evel or
intermediate lovel instrument
grade disinfectant or thermal
disinfection.

Storage

Sterilty to be maintained
Packaged RMDs are to be
stored to prevent environmental
contamination in a designated
storagearea

RMDS processed througha
tiquid chemical sterisation
process are o be used
immediately

Store o prevent environmental
contamination anda
designated storage system (e.g.
a controlled environment drying.
cabinet)

RMDS ta be stored in clean

dry place to minimise.
environmental contamination




