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Table 1: The Spaulding Classification System for decontamination.

	Risk level
	Process
	Storage

	Critical (high risk) 
Definition of a critical medical device: Item intended to be introduced directly into or have contact with the vascular system or normally sterile areas in the body. 

Examples may include: Instruments used in minor surgery and probes.
	Clean As soon as possible after using

Sterilise by moist heat after cleaning

If an RMD is heat or moisture sensitive, sterilise using an alternative low temperature sterilisation process.
	· Sterility to be maintained
· Packaged RMDs are to be stored to prevent environmental contamination in a designated storage area
· RMDs processed through a liquid chemical sterilisation process are to be used immediately

	Semi critical (medium risk)
Definition of semi critical medical device: a device that comes into contact with mucous membranes or non-intact skin.

Examples may include instruments for wound care and debridement such as tweezers and scissors. 
	Clean as soon as possible after using.

Sterilised by moist heat after cleaning

If an RMD  is unable to withstand the process variables of moist heat sterilisation,  sterilise with a low temperature sterilisation process, or high level disinfection process. 
	· Store to prevent environmental contamination in a designated storage system, for example, a controlled environment drying cabinet.

	Non critical (low risk)
Definition of a non critical medical device: A medical device that comes into contact with intact skin but not mucous membranes.

Examples may include a blood pressure cuffs, stethoscopes, reflex hammers, tuning forks, scales etc
	Clean as soon as possible after using

For further treatment, just disinfect with compatible low level or intermediate level instrument grade disinfectant or thermal disinfection.
	· RMDs  to be stored in a clean dry place to minimise environmental contamination
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