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Checklist to confirm whether a sluice room and 
autoclave can be safely located in the same room 
An autoclave may be in the same room as a sluice or dirty utility area only where 
effective controls are in place to prevent cross contamination. 

As a rule, if the boundary between dirty and clean activities cannot be clearly 
demonstrated, or if clean items move through dirty areas at any point, the setup does 
not meet requirements. 

What must be in place for compliance with NZ/AS 5369:2023: 
Clear separation of dirty and clean work 
Dirty tasks such as emptying waste or handling used instruments are kept separate 
from clean tasks like inspecting, packaging, sterilising and storing instruments. 
This separation can be done using layout, defined zones, barriers or strict work 
practices, but it must be clear and followed every time. 

One way workflow 
Instruments move in one direction only 
from dirty to clean. 
Used instruments are cleaned first, then inspected, packaged, sterilised and stored. 
Clean or sterile items never move back through the dirty area. 

A simple process map 
The practice has a clear diagram or written description that shows 
where dirty instruments start 
each step they go through 
where clean and sterile items end up 
Staff can explain this process if asked. 

Risk assessment 
The practice has thought about and written down the risks of having the autoclave in the 
same room as the sluice. 
This includes risks from splashing, aerosols, staff movement and airflow. 
Controls to manage these risks are documented and followed. 

Protection of sterile items 
Sterile packs are kept well away from dirty activities. 
Packs are checked after sterilisation. 
If a pack is wet, damaged or dropped, it is not used and is reprocessed. 
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Team training and behaviour 
Team members involved in reprocessing understand 
which areas are dirty and which are clean 
the order tasks must be done in 
when to change gloves and other PPE 
Staff follow the agreed process consistently. 

Monitoring and review 
Steriliser cycles are recorded and checked. 
The room setup and workflow are reviewed at least once a year, or sooner if something 
changes. 
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