
Instructions for authors

New Zealand Family Physician publishes original papers on general practice and family medicine. We encourage
editorials, case reports and invite readers to contribute to regular features.

Manuscripts
Manuscripts may be submitted in printed or electronic format, preferably the latter. If possible the article should be
submitted on a 3.5 inch disk in Word format, or emailed to the address below as an attachment. Where possible use
standard fonts (such as Arial or Times) and keep formatting to a minimum. Please send a covering letter signed by
all authors stating that the manuscript is original, has been read and approved and that no part of it has been
submitted for publication elsewhere. We ask that the manuscript is no longer than 2500 words and that the style
conforms to that detailed in ‘Uniform requirements for manuscripts submitted to biomedical journals’ (http://
www.icmje.org/). Submit three clear copies, double spaced, wide margins and with numbered pages. Display on a
separate title page the title of the paper, author’s name (first name, initial, surname) and degrees; up to three key
words; a brief curriculum vitae (about two sentences) for each author, name and address of author to whom commu-
nications should be sent; acknowledgments of grants. Begin the text with an abstract of less than 150 words.
Abbreviations should be kept to a minimum. Use SI units throughout. Photographs of authors are welcome and
should ideally be provided in digital (jpg) format.

References
Refer to published material by inserting numbers serially in the text. List no more than 20 references on the last
page in the order cited in the text. Abbreviate journal names in the style of Index Medicus, and refer to journal
articles as follows: authors’ surnames and initials, title of article, abbreviated name of journal, year, volume number,
first and last page numbers. Refer to books as follows: authors, title of chapter, title of book, edition, publishing
house and city, year, page numbers referred to. Check the accuracy of every reference.

Illustrations
Graphs, charts and line drawings should be clean, sharp, black on white and of high standard of reproduction.
Photographs must be of a professional standard, must show clear detail, and should ideally be submitted in digital
(jpg) format.

Publishing dates
New Zealand Family Physician is published six times annually, in February, April, June, August, October and
December. Original papers are submitted to referees before being accepted for publication, and are published as
soon as space permits.
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